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GOJ ANNOUNCES MEETING DATE WITH ASEAN 

REF: TOKYO 2591 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY FORMALLY ANNOUNCED MARCH 17 THAT "JAPAN- 
ASEAN CONSULTATIVE FORUM" WILL HOLD ITS FIRST MEETING MARCH 

23 IN JAKARTA. GOJ DELEGATION WILL BE LED BY FONMIN ASIAN AFFAIRS 
BUREAU DIRGEN YOSUKE NAKAE. FONMIN ANNOUNCEMENT STATES THAT 
AT MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL "CONSULT AND DECIDE UPON PRINCIPLES 
FOR OPERATING.. .FORUM." 

2. TOKYO DAILY SANKEI SHIMBUN MARCH 18 REPORTED THAT GOJ WILL 
INCREASE TOTAL AID TO ASEAN COUNTRIES IN NEXT FISCAL YEAR (WHICH 
BEGINS APRIL 1) BY OVER 50 PERCENT. FONOFF (ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
BUREAU LOAN DIVDEPDIR NAKAMURA) HOWEVER DESCRIBED STORY AS PURE 
NEWSPAPER SPECULATION AND HE ADDED THAT GOJ STILL IN PROCESS WORKING 
OUT AID PROGRAMS FOR RESPECTIVE ASEAN COUNTRIES. 
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